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Expedition of 1882, refers in eulogistic terms to the ably
planned and well executed operations whereby our fleet
seized the Suez Canal. He then adds, " The inference
to Americans is obvious, that the neutrality of any canal
joining the waters of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans
will be maintained, if at all, by the nation which can
place and keep the strongest ships at each extremity."
No doubt the gallant Commander is right, so far as
physical force is concerned; but, with regard^ to the
legal aspect of the case, I have contended that all
the states interested in the canal must concur in its
neutralization, before the status of neutrality can be
conferred upon it. Here again my view receives con-
firmation from current authority ; for I see in the news-
papers that the International Peace and Arbitration
Conference, assembled at Berne early in the present
month, resolved that a guarantee of all the maritime
powers was necessary in order to effect the neutralization
of interoceanic canals.

I have said that the Essays are greatly amplified
lectures ; and this is true of all except the fifth. When
I came to revise it for publication, the subject appeared
so great that a treatise would be required to deal with it
completely. I have therefore been content to elaborate
a little more fully one or two points which were the
pivots of rny argument, sending the rest of the lecture
to press in almost the same form as it was delivered.
The more the subject is investigated, the more, I believe,
it will be found that the theory of the Primacy of the
Great Powers is correct. I cannot claim to have estab-